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being fond of hunting, shooting, and exercise generally. He
was a justice of peace for both Kent and Oxfordshire, and acted
habitually as such. He likewise served the office of High
Sheriff for each of these counties in. turn. Cultivating a
large farm at both of his two residences, and dividing his time
between Becfcenham and Badgemore, he passed very little of
it in Threadneedle Street, where however he kept a small
establishment, and where he often entertained his male friends
when he was staying in town.

The management of the banking-house chiefly devolved
upon the other partners, of whom one was a Mr. Culverden
(an uncle by the mother's side), and another a Mr. Hollings-
worth, besides Mr. William Willoughby Prescott, grandson of
Mr. Preseott the founder (along with Andrew Grote) of that
banking-house. Both Culverden and Hollingsworth, however,
were found undesirable colleagues, and they ceased to belong
to the firm in 1802.

Mr. Grote's family growing in numbers, he had placed his
eldest son in business, in order that he might begin to win
his own way in the world early, and at the same time might
take "the labouring oar" at the banking-house, and so
enable the father to enjoy his country pursuits more largely.
Add to this, that he had no sympathy with learning, and that
although people spoke of his son as being forward in it, he
felt no inclination to promote the young Greorge's intellectual
turn of mind at the expense of giving him a college training;
whilst, on the other hand, he required his son's services for
his own convenience.

Accordingly, at the early age of sixteen, and indeed some-
what under it, young George Grote began (as has already
been stated) the career of a banker.

He lived with his father; that is to say, his father's house
was his tome. When lie stayed in London, it was in Thread-
needle Street that he resided, and, whilst Mr. Grote was in
Ckfotdshixe (usually from September until April), such was
Ms regular habit, diversified by visits to Badgemoor at
mterrak During his family's residence at Beckenhamare of age.
